Se'siuv, Aycissy 22, 1W3 


The w«b§ss;i 





' By Walter Fiam 

: Four days rsfter the Ntw, 22, 
1963, assassmsfkss of President 
loha F. Kennedy, the CIA setit & 
classiOed message to the White 
Emm sod the FBI that: raised the 
gossihility that Fidel Castro Is Cnbais 
regime may have had sotite involve- 
ment wkh Lee Harv'ey Oswald’s ac~ 
thm :is Dallas. 

; The Hay, 26, I §63, CL4 report 
t|t50led :from ati irderaatisfial tele- 
phone call that raofnittg that was in- 
tercepted by intelligence agents in 
Mexico. During the calJ. Caban Pres- 
ident Osyaldo Dsrrtiere; in Havana 
.askesi his atnbassadsr in Mexico 
City, Joagnin Hemandee Annas, 
whether t|uestions had been raised 
hy Menkan authorities abont “atots- 
ey” being given to Oswald. 

- Tfse intercepted cametsstim so 
coavinertd then-U,S. Ambassador to 
Mexico Thoatas Maos that the Cis- 
, bans may have bees mvoived that he 
cabled Washington for atthorkatloa 
to amnge the arrest of a possible 
Mesicsto witness Itecsnse,, rifeager erf 
ler disappearance or niyrder tsay be 
immediate ami great,” according to 
another CIA document . 

. The next day, however, the CIA 
re|X)rted on arjother phane call be- 
tween Dortieos sad llerrtandea 
Annas in tvhicb the Cuban president 
said his gueslion about nmney ”was 
referring as to whether [the Mexican 
aathoririesj had threateswfo |a Cuban 
consulate eswpfoyeej so that she 
wmuld make a statement that the 
consulate had given money io t,be 
man , . . that .Americmt," Dnrtkos 
was referrmg to Oswald. 

T,he two CIA reports total four 
pages and Mans’s telegrttm la three 
pages long. These three and other 



dixamenls were made publie last 
year through a CfA historical review 
progntm. Bot they will be included in 
the 800.01)0 or more pages erf gov- 
ernntent documents concernkg the 
Ketvnedy assassinatfon that will be 
made available tor public review 
Monday at the Nationai Archives. 

I he massive dtsclosure, which 
involves material front the CLA, FBI, 
Slate Departmest, Defense Depntri- 


utont, presidential libraries, the War- 
ren Carnnhssion, the 1975 Rocke- 
feller Commission and coflgres.,$ional 
panels such as tlm House Select 
Committee on Assassinittioos, comes 
in response to legislation passed al- 
most a year ago. 

The jFK Assttssinatlon Records 
Collection Act of 1992 called hn ttte 
disclosure of virfually all the govern- 
oieot’s files rdevan? so the invessi- 
gatiun of the asstascsinatioss ht ffellas 
sdmost 31) ysmrs ago. The law, which 
was passed in response to the con- 
tinued iKintroversy over the as.sas- 
feinatioa, exempts from imsnediate 
tdisdosure records that wmld iden- 
tify ”an intelligence sgesit ^ w’^hose 
idesttlfy curr|Ktly re<|uires prot.ee- 
■tios” or cosmdehtial soo.fC8s who 
wstald fas:8 ’’substantkl risk of .harm” 
if ktentihesJ, 

A CIA apokesmaa said yesterday 
that l2S,fM}0 pages of agency nsate- 
rsal would he released to the archives 
and 10,000 paps retained under 
that provision. . . 

Withheld dmfomenta mast be de- 
scriitod to the archives by the a.gsucy 
holdiag them and are snbiecr to re- 
view by a five-member preaidestia! 
panel that could congsel their disch)- 
. ■> ou,i.,„ Crenfse Ru:sh 




hiW SMCi hs ohjt'CUHi to 
gsvsttg gythojstv to the pnel to over- 
s ifie what lift desoiihed ae his coRsti- 
tudooal atuhorsty to keep secret “es- 
ecutico branch dehberaCtonc,” Basts 
refused to naise (sdivjduais to she 
revtew patsei, and f^ressrietst Chsstoss 
hm ipored the law’s provisioa that, 
respired tsomioatsussa hy Jan. 25, 

i^rsthives ot'fsaals are prepanjpt for 
an ooishurght of reporters tssiti Ken- 
rsedy assssssnaturn buffs who htive 
been waiting decades for access in 
one place to JFK recarsis not prevF 
oasty inadiS piibfic. 

Osse prsthten far spedaiists is that 
there 'aid be m> easy way to tell what 
has iir has oat been refeased previ- 
csiisly. I'hroogh volurdary disdosnre 
as wet! as Freedom of iParmation 
Act retpiesi-s asd court oases, him-*' 
deeds of Ihonsaafis of pages have 
been released ower the 'rears since 
the assassimtioti. 

For ea-ample, the Nov, 26 and 27, 
i96J, CIA reports an the inter- 
ceptetf Cohan phone conversations 
and Mans’s view's were astoisg 
i2,fK)(i pages of tnaterfai released to 
the archives tinder the CIA's histor- 
ical review program and made public 
with no fanfare last year. As a resali, 
tew reporters or Kennedy aasassi- 


saison researchers hatl reviewed i 
those doctinienrs, archiyes ofliciaia I 

ki$l \ 

! hoS'C three dnauiients, located in i 
different boxes of CIA arelaval ma- i 
tenal, were among severai hiindrad 
in last year's release that for ttie first I 
time described specific detads of the I 
wlA’s post-assassinaiion investiga- i 
non of Oswald's trip to Mexico City | 
leas than two mordhs before he shot | 
Kennedy, | 

O.swald arrived in Mesdeo City oti { 
bept. 27 , W&X and made ,several | 
vtsits to the Caban and Sewiet con- i 
salat.es there over the aext few day:s, j 
seeking visas to Cuba and the Soviet : 
Onion, accortiing to records previ- i 
ousiy made public. | 

C.iOet -lusang those he spoke to on 
several occasions was Silvia Duran, a 
Mextciirs citiaea 'who worked at the 
Cuban Consulate. Duran called the 
Soviet Einbiissy on fw’o occasions to 
discuss Oswald’s visa reguest. Os- | 
wtdd himself called the Soviet E.in- j 
bassy on Oct, i, I96;j, Tfiose calls | 
were recorded by .intelfigeace agents i 
m Mexico Cky and, the day after j 
Oswald was idenfified as the possible 
assassin, rejxirted to Wasiurigtori. ; 

Although Oswald',s disenssions j 
with Duran and his phone call to the I 
Soviet Enihawsy have been known ■ 
since the days of the Warren Cc-ta- 
mission. the CIA materials released 
last year provide a iransenpr of 
these calls, 

the documents also show that 
mmiediaidy after Oswald was itlen- 
tifieo aa the piossihle assassin, a CIA 
infictat In blexico City recommended 
'ihe girl who put |lee BarvevI Os- 
wald in touch with the Savsei: Emhaa- 
sy . . .. be arrested as soon as p>ossi- 
hie by Me.xican” police for question- 
ing. The .Mexicans 'were not to let 
anyone know about their actioa or 
that the Umfed Slates was behind it.. 

The documents aloo show that on 
that same day the CIA told the F.BI 
that the Soviet consular officer who ; 
hea spoken to Oswald m Mexico City i 
m late ikpiernber was "as idemified i 
KCsB iSoviet iotelhgencel asker" I 
associated with the group “respsio- I 
ssbie hir sabotage and assassination,” | 
Following that disclosare. CIA of- j 
fieials Immedistely lannched a broad j 
ffivestigation of the .EG8 officer, ! 
Valeriy KiBfikov, and other KGB i 
agents at the embassy Lo Mexico 1 
City, Ihe nex.t day, CIA headquar- I 
tors w'as told by the Mexico City sta- j 
don tbaf "Kostikov under Mexican 
secret service phymtal surveilbnce,” i 
As a resn.it, Mexiico City reported, | 
CIA's own surveillance apparently i 
Was csficeled. ' I 
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Daran ■was questioned for three 
days ss^d refoaserf. Transcri^^ts o( her 
iaterrogathin were turned over to 
the CIA in Mexico City and cabled to 
Washington, 

The flov, 26 mmsmutkm be- 
tvy'cen Dorticfsa sod Hernmsdes 
Armas drew ¥‘ddte House attention 
becanse in it Henjande?, Armas re- 
ported to Dortkos about what had 
happened to Dsnart during her ques- 
tioning. 

Dorticos parttcuiariy wanted to 

know if "Doran had been asked any- 
thing akvut Tneoey’ by the Mexican 
authorities." He wa.s told that Duran 
laid the Me,skan,s that Oscwald 
wanted a visa, filled out terms, but 
the Havana government’s response 
was "negative," 

Hernarsdea Arntas also told Dor- 
ticas that Duran was asked if she 
knew “this individual," nmardog Os- 
wald, ,snri "if she had personal rela- 
tione and even intimate relations 
wrfh hins," which Duran denied. 


Its dosing tJni pbotse call, ihe CIA 
retKtrt .says, “Dortfcos again .asked if 
Daran had been questioned atetui 
‘laotsey.' Hernandea said no,” 
Nonetheless, Mtmn, the U.S, am- 
bassador, told Washington be be- 
lieved "that Oorticos’ preoccup-atien 





with the money angle of interroga- 
tiosi of Silvi,a Duran” corrohoraied 
"the strong possibility that a dtr-vn 
paysnent -ivas made to Oswald in the 
Cuban Embassy here, presumably 
with promise of a sabseqaenf pay- 
ment .after assassinatfon.'’ 

Additioual investigatitm reilected 
in several hundred more CIA doc- 


i'.nne?rts, Induding another Imer- 
cepted phone call between Dorticos 
and Hernaadee .Armas, convinced 
Wmshhigton tl'sat the original ques- 
tions about "money" were related to 
fear that suds a story was behig 
“planted” to irsvolve the Cubatts 
with Oswald ■svhest there was no 
such relatiorsship. Bsit Mmn cosi- 
tiuued to press for investigation of a 
pos.sible Cnban connection. 

The Warren Commission, which 
had access to these CIA docutnetts, 
fmmd in .1964 t.h,ar. Oswald acted 
,'iiorse in .assassirsatipg Kesaedy and 
did 5i0t hnplicate any foreign power 
Si the assassination.. 

Surveillance of Kostikosp acconl- 
iag to .subsequent CIA documents, 
failed to indicate he bad a relatioii- 
,ship to the .issa.ssination. Kostikov 
and two other former KG8 agents 
who then servifo in Mexico City are 
trying to set! their stories to H.S. 
television networJrs and publishers. 


I 

I 


I 


Staff a-nier Gmi'fgg Lardmr Jr. 
rafttrihuied k> this reperi 






